





How It was done

Van Blerk took hundreds of
photographs in the city of
Beirut and in the nearby
countryside, from the
seashore at Jounieh in the
north to the hills of the Chouf
seen from Jezzine, south-
east of the capital.



From prints of these
photographs he made
seventeen collages on which
he painted.

To present the event on the
booth he used several
BankMed buildings to create
one large composition.

The sixteen other collages
were used as scenary for the
portraits.









The BankMed booth became van
Blerk's photography studio.

On the left hung sixteen collages.
To the right was a long black curtain.

Van Blerk made two exposures which
the camera combined in one picture.

The first exposure was of the portrait
subject against the black curtain.

Immediately afterwards,
a second exposure was made of the
collage chosen by the sitter.



Vivian van Blerk signed the photograph digitally, downloaded it to
a memory stick marked BankMed and gave it to the sitter.

The visitor's memory stick also contained a presentation of the
Levantine Portrait Project and examples of Vivian van Blerk's
photographic artworks.

More than 150 visitors to the booth posed.

Here are the collages and a selection of portraits.
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